
Change of 

schedule 

this month 
 

   For December only, we’re 
changing up the luncheon 
meeting schedule. 

   We will be having regular 
meetings on December 3 
and 10 and then skip the 
next three Thursdays — De-
cember 17, 24 and 31. 

   The change was made 
mostly to accommodate the 
Fountain Hills High School 
Chorus, which will be per-
forming for us on Thursday, 
December 10. 

   As we did last year, we will 
meet at the regular time for 
lunch at the Kiwanis club-
house on that day. Following 
a few items of business, 
such as high school Pace-
setters awards, we will then 
caravan over to the Commu-
nity Center. 

   The chorus performance 
will tentatively start at 12:30 
p.m. 

   This has always been a 
holiday delight for our mem-
bers, and the performance 
serves as a warm-up ses-
sion for the high school stu-
dents prior to their big even-
ing concert for family and 
friends. 

   Ho, Ho, Ho! 

 

Playground dedication 
   A short dedication ceremony will be held at 9 a.m. Thursday, December 10, at Golden Eagle 

Park to formally open up the Centennial Playground and thank those individuals and organiza-

tions that were responsible for its purchase and installation. 

   Mayor Linda Kavanagh and other Town of Fountain Hills officials will be on hand along with all 

members of our club who can attend. In addition, representatives from the playground compa-

ny, Kiwanis International, Verne C. Johnson Family Foundation, Make a Difference Day and the 

Kiwanis International Foundation will be invited to attend. 

   The final pieces of the new play structure were recently installed, and now it’s time to cele-

brate the special occasion. 
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Boys & Girls Clubs volunteers helped install some signage for us. 

Parade fun 

For her last hurrah, Phyllis 

Horan decided to dress up 

as a reindeer and put to-

gether one last float for the 

K-Kids and Builders in the 

Thanksgiving Day Parade. 

Thanks for your hard work 

and dedication all these 

years, Phyllis, you will be 

sorely missed! Good luck 

in your future Kiwanis ven-

tures in Texas... 



Fellow Kiwanians: 

   Stan Soderstrom is executive director of Kiwanis International. He handles the day-to-day administrative 

tasks of running a large organization and reporting to the Board of Trustees. In a recent column in the 

“Kiwanis Magazine” he asked this question: Is yours a Kiwanis community? 

   What do you think? Is Fountain Hills a Kiwanis community? Remember that we must also think about our 

brethren who call themselves the Sunset Kiwanis Club. So what is a Kiwanis community? Stan says it’s a com-

munity where the Kiwanis presence is seen and known by most citizens. Let’s examine this by his criteria: 

   1. There is a Kiwanis sign at the city limits that announces Kiwanis to visitors. Check. There is a Kiwanis sign 

near the intersection of Shea and Fountain Hills boulevards. 

   2. There’s another sign in front of or in the location where each Kiwanis club meets. Check. We meet in the 

Kiwanis Activity Center, as does the Sunset Club, which manages the building. There is a sign and logo. 

   3. There may be a Kiwanis park, Kiwanis playground or Kiwanis community center. Check. There are recrea-

tional amenities outside the Kiwanis Activity Center, we erected the Kiwanis ramada in Fountain Park and of 

course we just installed the Noon Kiwanis Centennial Playground at Golden Eagle Park. 

   4. Or maybe there’s an annual Kiwanis parade, festival, pancake event or youth sports tournament. Check. 

Both clubs have a fundraising presence at the arts festivals, of course, and we have the Super Bowl pancake 

breakfast as well as the Eggstravaganza pancake breakfast in conjunction with the town egg hunt. And both 

clubs have sponsored a variety of youth sports teams over the years.  We have a float in the Thanksgiving Day 

Parade. 

   5. The high school has a Key Club, the middle school has a Builders Club, and K-Kids, Terrific Kids or Bring 

Up Grades programs support the elementary schools. Check, check and more checks! The Sunset club spon-

sors the FHHS Key Club, and we do the rest of the leadership programs. That’s a home run. 

   6. There may be an Aktion Club or a Circle K club. As we all know, our club sponsors the greatest Aktion 

Club (STARS) in the Southwest District in conjunction with Scottsdale Training and Rehabilitation Services. 

   7. Kiwanians show their pride of membership with Kiwanis decals, wear Kiwanis attire and engage as volun-

teers in other community events. Check and check again! 

   8. Kiwanis is known by its service — usually through a signature project. CHECK! Can you say community 

blood drives, Breakfast with Santa, Make a Difference Day, fundraisers, Kiwanis One Day and a TON of other 

service projects?  

   There is NO question that Fountain Hills is a Kiwanis community. Stan says that signature projects “elevate 

the brand identity of Kiwanis in the community and have a demonstrable impact in the community, usually 

for children and youth.” Stan left out another significant aspect of being part of a Kiwanis community — how 

the clubs publicize their projects, fundraisers and service. Both clubs have active websites, Facebook pages 

and regularly have stories and photographs published in the community paper. 

   There is no doubt that Fountain Hills is a Kiwanis community. We make a difference here, and most people 

in town have heard about Kiwanis and what our clubs do. We’ve been here 40-plus years, and Sunset has been 

around for about 38 years.  So Love It, Share It, Live It! Fountain Hills is all about KIWANIS! 

A WORD FROM PRESIDENT MIKE SCHARNOW 

Kiwanis community? 
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Community Blood Drive 
Town, Noon Kiwanis gobble up donors right before Thanksgiving 

   The final community blood drive of 2015 was held a few 

weeks ago at the Fountain Hills Community Center. 

   Thanks to a sponsorship by the Town of Fountain Hills, our 

club is able to coordinate five blood drives each year at the 

Community Center. They are highly successful, as evi-

denced by the numerous Hero Awards given to our club by 

United Blood Services. 

   A total of 133 units of blood were collected in the recent 

drive. Thanks to all our donors! 

   The dates have already been selected for the 2016 blood 

drives, so be sure to roll up your sleeves and pitch in with 

some volunteer labor or hopefully gallons of blood. 

   The dates are January 22-23, March 25-26, June 17-18, 

August 19-20 and November 18-19. 

Mayor Linda Kavanagh is not afraid to roll up her sleeves 

and donate some blood. One could say she gives up blood, 

sweat and maybe tears (?) for the Town of Fountain Hills. 

Mr. Gobbleson got a presidential pardon and was spared the axe 

on Thanksgiving Day, so he decided to make an appearance at 

the recent community blood drive. He also was spotted at the 

Turkey Trot on Thanksgiving morning. 

Mr. Gobbleson hams it up with our Kiwanis volunteers and staff. 

Jon “One More” Geller 

actually gave up his cam-

era for a second and, as a 

result, was at the receiving 

end of a collectible photo-

graph with none other than 

Mr. Gobbleson. Look for 

‘Ubie’ the blood drop to 

show up next time... 
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Fountain Festival 
Rain on Sunday dampens this November fundraiser 

   Two of three days of the November Fountain 

Festival had awesome weather, but on Sunday the 

heavens opened up and the cash drawer closed 

up. 

   Our club still netted more than $4,500 from the 

Chamber-sponsored festival, but this was still 

short of our hopes and dreams as reflected in the 

2015-16 budget. But that’s OK. The February 

Great Fair is our largest fundraiser each year, and 

hopefully the weather and crowds will cooperate 

in early 2016.  

   We have a freezer full of hot dogs, hamburgers 

and chicken tenders that will be just fine to use in 

February.  

   Even though Sunday was pretty much a wash 

out, the club still rose to the occasion and sup-

plied an abundance of blood, sweat and tears in 

the form of awesome Kiwanis volunteers starting 

on Thursday afternoon and continuing until early 

Sunday evening (well, even Monday morning, if 

you count moving the trailers and all that fun 

stuff). 

   “As noted by President-Elect Ken Brown, this 

club continues to astound as our members rise to 

the occasion and pitch in as a team to help where 

needed,” said club President Mike Scharnow.  

   “One of my favorite aspects is seeing our Aktion 

Club helping out on Friday and then our Builders 

and K-Kids helping on Saturday and Sunday. 

   “This shows the community and the general 

public that the Kiwanis family is strong in Fountain 

Hills and that we embrace all ages and abilities as 

we serve the children of the world and provide 

servant leadership under the Kiwanis umbrella 

(pun intended).” 

Steffnie Beck, Phyllis Horan and two awesome Builders helpers! 

Aktion Club advisors Rick Hopwood and Charlie Fox with our Aktion Clubbers! 

Susan Williams dishes out a pretzel to another 

satisfied Noon Kiwanis food booth customer. 

Working the festivals takes many committed vol-

unteers who often work more than one shift. 

And a special 

treat for work-

ing the Noon 

Kiwanis booth? 

Of course it’s 

enjoying some 

of our yummy 

food... 
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Even though a rainbow was visible for a short while, sunshine was in short supply on a soggy Sunday afternoon. 

Steff and daughter in cotton candy heaven. 

Brenda and Brice worked together to 

dish out all flavors of hot dogs. 

Paul Appeldorn cooks dogs while Dana Saar cooks up the hamburgers. 

Walt Dunne and Phyllis Horan took orders and cash! 
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Jim Shepherd 

1923-2015 

   James L. Shepherd, a long-time member of 

the Noon Kiwanis Club, gently passed away 

in his sleep at Fountain View Village after a 

short battle against melanoma in mid-

November. 

   “Shep” was highly 

regarded by many and 

was active member in 

The Men’s Club, Noon 

Kiwanis, Veterans of 

Foreign Wars, American 

Legion and Home Deliv-

ered Meals. 

   Fr. John LesCallett 

from the Anglican Church of the Atonement 

will preside over a memorial service for Jim 

at 11 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 5, at the Fountain 

Hills Presbyterian Church. 

   Jim served in the Marine Corps during 

World War II and then joined his brothers to 

work in his father’s plumbing and heating 

business, Shepherd & Sons Plumbing and 

Heating. He eventually became president of 

the company and was proud to represent it 

as the oldest business in the community of 

Craig, Colo. for more than 88 years. 

   Jim joined Kiwanis in Craig and during the 

1950s served as club president and then 

lieutenant governor in the area. He and his 

wife Marie purchased a home in Fountain 

Hills as snowbirds in 1999, but after Marie’s 

death, Jim became a full-time resident in 

2002. Soon after, he was fortunate to find his 

“second” love in Jan Lawrence, who re-

mained by his side at the time of his death. 

   Jim is survived by three children, four 

grandchildren, four great-grandchildren 

and two brothers. 

   Jim had an incredible streak of 66 years of 

perfect attendance with Kiwanis Internation-

al. If he couldn’t make a regular meeting, 

Jim always made sure he “made up” the 

absence with a service project or by attend-

ing a board meeting.  

   Jim helped out with many service projects 

for our Noon Kiwanis Club and always un-

derstood our mission of serving the children 

of the world. Jim also was a staple at many of 

our fundraisers, usually mixing up gallons 

and gallons of pancake batter. Jim always 

had a positive outlook and enjoyed the ca-

maraderie offered by our club. He attended 

our annual awards and officer installation 

banquet, always proud to be a part of Kiwa-

nis and what we stood for. Godspeed, Mr. 

Shepherd. Semper Fi! 

A group shot at the Cardon House Ronald McDonald facility in Mesa. 

Dishing up some cheer 

Jo Nelson and friend. Phyllis Horan and friend. 

Pat Costa dished 

out some lasagna 

to a busy mom 

who was staying at 

the RM House in 

Mesa. It was our 

club’s first visit to 

the facility, which 

was held a few 

months ago. It is 

the newest facility 

among the three 

facilities in the 

Valley. 
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   A small but hearty crew showed up Sat-

urday, November 21, to put the finishing 

touches on our Noon Kiwanis Centennial 

Playground at Golden Eagle Park. 

   It was a busy day for our club — the 

community blood drive and the tree dec-

orating program at the Community Cen-

ter was taking place on the same morning 

— so we were spread a little thin that day. 

   Nonetheless, Mike Scharnow and Char-

lie Fox from our club joined Kevin Solo-

mon from Exerplay to coordinate the pro-

ject. Kevin has been the main contact for 

our playground and worked with our club 

and the town to order the equipment and 

oversee its installation. Kevin was more 

than happy to volunteer his time on this 

Saturday to help install two Kiwanis signs 

and two Kiwanis-branded benches as 

part of our Centennial Project. 

   We were also joined by Lauren Cassi-

dy, teen development supervisor at the 

Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Scottsdale 

(Mary Ellen & Robert McKee Branch), 

along with three teens — Jordan Klein, 

Justin Ferrer and JP Iwaoka. 

   “They were a tremendous help, as we 

had to dig holes, mix concrete by hand 

and do a lot of other manual labor,” said 

club President Mike Scharnow. “We had 

fun and enjoyed the fruits of our labor.” 

Final touches 

Kiwanis signs, benches installed at Centennial Playground 

One of our colorful Kiwanis benches. 

Kevin Solomon from Exerplay and Kiwanian Charlie Fox put a bench together. 

J.P. Iwaoka and Jordan Klein, both FHHS juniors, dig holes with Lauren Cassidy. 

And this is what it’s all about 

— a gaggle of children pile 

on the modern-day merry go-

round and have a blast on one 

of three pieces that are part of 

the new playground designed 

for younger children. 



  December 1   Adopt-A-Street litter patrol 

  December 1   Aktion Club meeting at STARS 

  December 3   Luncheon meeting; EPCOR representative 

  December 5   Breakfast with Santa 

  December 10   Playground dedication 

  December 10   Luncheon meeting; FHHS Chorus at Comm. Center 

  December 17   NO MEETING 

  December 24   NO MEETING 

  December 31   NO MEETING; Happy New Year! 

  January 7   Luncheon meeting 

Upcoming Calendar of Events 
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Helping us out 

A huge thanks to Drew Schmitt and significant other Jaime for put-

ting a new roof coating on our beloved cook trailer. It had been 

more than a decade since the roof was worked on, so Drew donat-

ed his time and materials to put a new coating on the trailer. The 

monsoon season did manage to put some rain inside our trailer, so 

the work was definitely needed. The two are also a big help during 

the arts festivals, as Drew typically borrows his dad’s pick-up 

truck to help pull the cook trailer into place and then return it to 

the clubhouse after the fair. Thanks, guys, for all your work on 

Kiwanis-related projects! We appreciate it…. 

Making a  

Difference 

   Does our club make a difference in Fountain Hills? 

Of course!  

   We recently participated in Make a Difference Day 

and helped prep a home for painting. We also did a 

bunch of work on the outside landscaping and interi-

or deep cleaning. 

   Then several members of our club followed up with 

other volunteers from Make a Difference Day to paint 

the woman’s home. Patty Sue Harman is elderly and 

incapable of doing these functions herself. She sent 

our club a thank you note recently. It reads: 

   “I would like to thank the members of the Noon 

Kiwanis Club for the donation of money that went 

toward the paint that was purchased to paint my 

home. 

   “Also, I would like to thank the volunteers who per-

formed different projects both inside and outside my 

house. And for the projects on the outside of the 

home and the landscaping. 

   “Everything that you did was greatly appreciated 

by me. Due to health issues I am unable to perform as 

many projects as I would like to...Thank you for all 

the projects that you accomplished on Make a Differ-

ence Day.” 

   And that, Noon Kiwanians, is making a difference! 


